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Winemaker’s Notes
Brilliant straw gold color. Aromas and flavors of 
citrus, apple, subtle toasty vanilla. A creamy texture 
and round mouth feel are balanced with rich liveli-
ness; the purity of flavor carries through to a vibrantly 
crisp finish.

Vineyards
The south-facing hillside vineyards are located north 
of San Pablo Bay on Lakeville Highway outside the 
town of Petaluma. Cooling influences from the nearby 
Bay converge with those from the Pacific Coast to 
create a very cool microclimate, ideal for Chardonnay.

Winemaking
The Chardonnay grapes were picked in the cool early 
morning hours. After whole cluster pressing, the juice 
was barrel fermented in 60-gallon French oak using 
natural yeast. The wine went through partial malolac-
tic fermentation. The wine was further aged in 2 to 3 
year old French oak barrels.

Vintage
The Sonoma Coast had a very favorable growing 
season in 2004 that started with an early, warm 
spring. The timing of bud break set the stage for one 
of the earliest harvests on record. Temperatures were 
moderate throughout the season with some heat 
spikes at summer’s end. These conditions encouraged 
earlier yet gradual grape maturation and harvest 
began sooner than normal years. The condition of the 
grapes was exceptional at harvest. We were able to 
pick grapes at peak flavor development and get them 
into the winery before the early arriving rains. We 
found that the grapes had tremendous flavor develop-
ment and there was highly desirable acid retention in 
the fruit. Yields were lower, but the wines from this 
vintage are very concentrated with tremendous color. 
They are rich, fully flavored, intense, yet balanced 
wines. This was an extremely good year for Chardon-
nay. In short, the 2004 harvest was early, the crop was 
small and the grapes ripened very well.
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 Appellation: Sonoma Coast
 Varitetal Blend: 100% Chardonnay
 Barrels: 2- and 3-year-old French Oak
 Production: 552 cases
 Winemaker: Spencer Graham
 Release Date: Spring 2005


